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TAGS: PINT,CE 

SUBJECT: SRI LANKA: GOVERNMENT PARTY WINS COLOMBO WEST BY-ELECTIONS 

1 . RESULTS OF BY-ELECTION IN COLOMBO WEST FOR NATIONAL STATE 
ASSEMBLY (NSA) SEAT VACATED BY J.R. JAYEWARDENE WHEN HE 
BECAME PRESIDENT WERE AS EXPECTED-THE UNITED NATIONAL 
PARTY (UNP) CANDIDATE PICKED BY JAYEWARDENE, ANURA BASTIAN, 

WON EASILY. THE VOTER TURNOUT WAS 58.39 PERCENT COMPARED 
TO 72.42 PERCENT IN 1977. MAKE UP OF NSA IS NOW UNP 141, 

SRI LANKA FREEDOM PARTY (SLFP) 9, TAMIL UNITED LIBERATION 
FRONT (TULF) 17.CEYLON WORKERS CONGRESS (CWC) 1. 

2. LOCAL POLITICAL OBSERVERS WERE LOOKING TO ELECTION 
RESULTS FOR ANY SIGNS OF VOTER DISENCHANTEMNT WITH GOVERN- 
MENT PERFORMANCE TO DATE. THE UNP WON WITH A REDUCED 
MAJORITY, 13,176 VERSUS 21,707 IN 1977,BUT THIS SUGGESTS 

LITTLE LOSS OF SUPPORT FOR THE GOVERNMENT. A STRONG UNP 
MEMBER RAN AS AN INDEPENDENT AND SIPHONED OFF 11.25 
PERCENT OF THE VOTE.THE SLFP HAD A SLIGHTLY LOWER 
PERCENTAGE OF THE VOTE THAN IT DID IN 1977, WHILE THE 
LANKA SAMA SAMAJA PARTY (LSSP), MOSTLY ON THE 
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PERSONAL MAGNETISAM OF BERNARD SOYSA, WENT UP FORM 6.55 
PERCENT IN 1977 TO 13.61 PERCENT IN THIS ELECTION. 

3. COLOMBO WEST IS NOT AN ACCURATE GAUGE OF COUNTRY 
WIDE SETIMENT. IT IS A TRADITIONAL UNP SEAT. IT IS 

AN URBAN ELECTORATE OF MOSTLY LOWER TO UPPER MIDDLE 
CLASS VOTERS WHO ARE INCOME TAX PAYERS. AS SUCH.THEY 
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WERE NOT AFFECTED BY THE REMOVAL OF THE RICE AND SUGAR 
RATIONS AND ARE IN A BETTER POSITON TO ABSORB RECENT 
INCREASES IN THE COST OF LVING THEN LOWER INCOME GROUPS. 

THERE IS ALSO A LARGE TAMIL COMMUNITY THAT TRADITIOANLLY 
VOTES WITH THE UNP. HOWEVER, SOME OF THE TAMILS MAY 
HAVE MOVED OR SENT FAMILY MEMBERS TO JAFFNA DURING THE 
COMMUNAL DISTRUBANCES LAST YEAR, WHICH COULD ACCOUNT 
FOR THE LOWER VOTER TURNOVER. 

WRIGGINS 

NOTE BY OC/TC TELEGRAM DELAYED IN TRANSMISSION. 


UNCLASSIFIED 


NNN 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 

Capture Date: 01 jan 1994 

Channel Indicators: n/a 

Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: PARTY ELECTIONS, SPECIAL ELECTIONS 

Control Number: n/a 

Copy: SINGLE 

Draft Date: 22 mar 1978 

Decaption Date: 01 jan 1960 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: n/a 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 

Disposition Date: 01 jan 1960 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1978COLOMB01316 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D7801 30-01 51 
Format: TEL 
From: COLOMBO 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1978/newtext/t19780339/aaaabgoy.tel 

Line Count: 73 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 

Message ID: ba6dc1bf-c288-dd11-92da-001cc4696bcc 

Office: ACTION NEA 

Original Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Original Previous Classification: n/a 

Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: n/a 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: n/a 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 29 mar 2005 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: N/A 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 3243522 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: SRI LANKA: GOVERNMENT PARTY WINS COLOMBO WEST BY-ELECTIONS 
TAGS: PINT, CE 
To: STATE 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey : odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/ba6dc1 bf-c288-dd1 1 -92da-001 cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Sheryl P. Walter 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
20 Mar 2014 

Markings: Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



